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Sometimes transformation is invisible.  Subtle shifts move 
within organizations or souls.  Without fanfare or overt 
signs, changes are underway. 

The transformation going on here at church is not invisible. 

Soon and very soon we will begin creating an excellent Child Care and Family Resource Center 
on the first floor of our building.  We will be transforming a space that has represented some 
grief (what about all of those children who filled those Sunday school rooms back in the 
day?  What has become of us?) into a space that represents new life. 

Plans have been underway for two years for the walls (and asbestos!) to come down and for 
new life to be born in our building.  Those charged with and willing to lend hours upon hours of 
planning and dreaming and praying time have done amazing work. The response of the Body of 
Christ here has been amazing. We are the people of Jesus the Christ who are willing to take our 
abundance and offer it in ways transformational. 

So.  Our entrances and exits through the lower level will be compromised during this time of 
construction.  Please be patient with the process.  Those needing accessible entrance to the 
church are asked to use the west entrance.  

Christ UMC is making a profound shift in our ministry focus. 

For many years, churches assumed that if they were attractional enough - had excellent choirs 
and children's programs and classes - people would engage and find relationship with each       
other and the Holy. 

What vital faith communities are finding is this:  People want to engage in ministry in            
meaningful ways. There is within the human soul a desire to serve and do rather than simply 
consume.  For churches, that means that outreach in the community is crucial; not only for     
engaging people, but because Jesus teaches us that to live in his way we must be about the 
work of loving our neighbors as ourselves.  Ministry is about engaging with what is and working 
for what can be. 

We will run into bumps throughout the process of getting THRIVE! up and operating.  There will 
be hard decisions to make and frustrations to deal with.  Surprises are always part of embarking 
upon new life. 

My deep conviction is that the way we encounter and deal with challenges is as important as 
the end "product" of our ministry.  Trusting that God is in this, trusting that each and all have 
done their utmost to prognosticate and plan, trusting that God's promises of abundance are not 
mere platitudes but real, we move into transformation. 

 

Take a deep breath, beloveds in Christ.   

 

Transformation and resurrection are real. 
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CUMC welcomes  new              

Intentional  Disciples of Christ:  

Deborah Jenson, Mike Skillern  

Glenn Eichhorn   and Loren and 

Joan Lundstrom 

Mike came to Rochester from Colorado with his family to find a thriving, welcoming and       essential community to 

set down roots.  His wife, Michelle, began work at Mayo Clinic and Mike began his real estate business with RE/

MAX.  Mike enjoys reading, theatre, yoga, and   music (choir).  New beginnings and a bright future ahead, Mike 

hopes to make significant connection with community members and give back to their new home.   

Deborah moved to Rochester to be closer to her children and grandchildren after her husband passed away 

and retiring.  Deborah helps care for her grandchildren whom you all have probably met.  Deborah felt very 

welcomed to CUMC on Sunday mornings and everyone was so helpful and kind; the friendliness was a great 

attraction to become a member here.  Deborah is excited to get involved with UMW and Ruth Circle.  She is 

also wanting to help out with some of the programs.  Deborah enjoys sewing, crafting, reading and feels her 

Christian life and church are most important to her. 

Glenn is a returning member to CUMC and looks forward to being home.   

Photo of Joan and Loren will be 

inserted here when received on 

Monday.  wf 

Loren and Joan were married at the Calvary Episcopal church 
in Rochester.  They became members of Bethany United Meth-
odist Church November 2, 1986 until it was closed Easter Sun-
day, 2016.  Their membership was     transferred to Evangel 
United Methodist.  They have    visited various churches in 
Rochester, but have chosen Christ United Methodist to be their 

church home.  Joan and Loren are each enjoying retirement.  

 



Thrift on Fifth continues to THRIVE!  TOF is springing forward as 

winter items are removed and spring items are hung.  The last 

day for winter clothing is March 21.  Spring items will be sorted 

and hung on March 22!  THINK SPRING and come check out the 

new arrivals … and remember …. Thrift on Fifth is now open the 

first Sunday of each  month from 10-11 a.m.   ALL monies     

collected at TOF go directly to support THRIVE! scholarships!  
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This Happened. 
 
 

If you are not subscribed: send an 
email to email@cumethodist.com to 
get added to our list!  
 
If you don’t follow us on Face-
book, go to: www.facebook.com/
cumethodist and click on “Like”. 
   
  

       
405 Gallery Exhibition Schedule 
 
• March/April= Eric Anderson with a variety of media work 
• May/July= District Superintendent, Cynthia Williams’ watercolor 

work 
• August/September= Cassandra Buck’s dye work on canvas with 

embroidery  
• October/November= 
• Gary Hicks’ photography work  
 

 

United Methodist Women’s Spring Rummage Sale April 19-21 

It will soon be Spring and time for spring cleaning!  You may bring your           
no-longer needed, gently used items to the church on Thursday, April 19 for 

the Spring Rummage Sale which will be held Friday and Saturday, April 20-21.  
The set up date is April 19 and we can use additional help that day from 8-5 

with setting up and/or cleaning up on Saturday.  Please do not donate TVs, baby/child car seats,        
microwaves, or exercise equipment.   The proceeds from this sale help meet the                                      

MW pledge to missions.  



Young Families brunch invitation: sign up by contacting katy@cumethodist.com or clicking      
 on this evite link! http://evite.me/C73gfAzpyZ 
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Mission to Guatemala 

Do you have an interest in traveling with us in Mission to Guatemala?  This is a    
wonderful  opportunity for individuals of all skill levels to make a  

difference in the lives of others.  

We need medical and dental professionals, as well as YOU!  

Anyone with a heart for serving others  is welcome. 

Save the Date  January 4-13 2019 

Want more information? 

Email Katy@cumethodist.com 

 

Be transformed. 
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UMW Update 
 

 

.  
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Saving Jesus 

Wednesdays (through March 28th), 6:00 – 7:15 pm in the Education Conference 

 

"We're having a culture war and Jesus happens to be  

one of the weapons tossed about by both sides." -- Amy-Jill Levine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith —> Life: Learn from Christ’s Teachings 
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Joan Hernlem 
March 7, 1931 – February 4. 

Gerald Needham 
August 4, 1917 – February 
17, 2018 

http://e.umc.org/JX0rJL0DlQ0sBZx0kz00040
http://e.umc.org/JX0rJL0DlQ0sBZx0kz00040
http://e.umc.org/TCsJZ0z0l000xXE00r4LkQ0


Christ United Methodist Church 

400 Fifth Avenue SW 

Rochester, MN 55902 

Phone: 507-289-4019 

Fax: 507-289-3648 

E-mail: email@cumethodist.com 

  _  _  _      _  _  _       _  _  _       _  _  _    


